MESOPOTAMIA
CHAPTER II
ORTHODOXY  (BASRAH,   1915)
Outbreak of war. Sent to Mesopotamia in 1915 as Assistant Political
Officer. British base at Basrah. Political officers. Mahrattas, Posted
to Revenue Department. Crown estates. Flood protection. The Faid,
Shaiba Bund contract. Fao column, The Arab cultivator.
DURING my four months in the Ottoman Empire, of
which I had spent one in the Balkans and three in
Asiatic Turkey, I had not seen Anatolia, but I had
travelled from Belgrade to Basrah and seen only
one Turkish village, Birejik, and one Turkish city,
Constantinople itself. This drove home to me the
fact that outside Anatolia and Constantinople the
Turks were just as much foreigners in Turkey as the
British in India- Not only had they been foreigners
in Turkey in Europe, of which nothing was now left
to them but Constantinople and part of Thrace,
but they were still foreigners in Syria, Mesopotamia,
and Arabia, In Europe and Asia alike the essential
difference between them and the British was that
they were little more than an army of occupation
and had lost their genius for civil administration.
As their military power declined they had gradu-
ally lost all their European possessions, where their
subjects had been for the most part Christians, but
they still held the Middle East, where the people
were united with them in allegiance to the Sultan
as Caliph of Islam, I asked myself how long this